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25 November 1861

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, a Mr. Dalman requested support from the church because he wished to attend the
academy. The church would give him something but he was married. His family of five would
not be able to live on the stipend of eleven shillings granted him. New members from Chicago,
Kalamazoo, and Grand Rapids were received. Deacon J. van de Luyster moved to Franklin,
Wisconsin, so his vancancy needed to be filled at the up-coming congregational meeting.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 165-166.

Page 165
ARTICLE 4 — After there had been some instruction and additional information
presented, the opinion was expressed tha,t,i(was regretful that so many members had not
attended a meeting of such great impodnce. This matters concerns not only us but also
our descendents, for it is a weighty s bject involving either our continued existence or
our assimilation and the dispersion,Ø'f our people among the ecclesiastical fellowships of
this country. All of the members resent decided to approve the decision of classis and to
commit themselves to paying at Jéast 80 cents yearly for this goal.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of November 25, 1861
Absent: Brother Naber.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Mr. Dalman was present at the meeting, requesting a recommendation
from the consistory in order to be admitted, with the ordinary subsidy, for the classical
school support fund at the Holland Academy. After discussing the matter with the
brother, especially the support requested, and that the ordinary subsidy was not more
generous than 11 schillings per week, the board is not authorized to make a decision to
grant him a special subsidy, which, given his married state, according to his own
judgment, would be necessary. The consistory suggests to him that, which he himself has
requested (a double subsidy), he cannot be recommended and that the matter could not be
further discussed, because he was not sufficiently well known in order to give such a
recommendation.
Dalman replied to this that he with his wife and three children would not be able to live
on 11 schillings, and it is, for this reason, he will not need the necessary recommendation
at this time. However, ever since he was 17 years old, he has had the desire to further his
education and still has this desire. He does wish to follow God's way and to submit to it,
and will continue to take this into consideration.
ARTICLE 3 — Since the term of service for one-half of the consistory will come to an end
on Thanksgiving Day, November 28, following regulations, the Elders Broek, Kamper,
and Wilterdink will retire, as well as Deacons Geerlings and Vork (Deacon J. van de
Luyster has left for Franklin, Wisconsin.

Page 166
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided that in the place of the deceased brother G. J. Hekhuis, and
departed brother, J. van de Luyster, two others will be elected by the congregation. Oonk
was chosen as the elder nominee, and A. Plugger for the deacon nominee.
ARTICLE 5 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 6— Membership transfers were received for Christina Johanna Kuine, nee
Borschot, from Chicago, dated October 16, 1861, and for Adriaan Lampers, from
Kalamazoo, dated November 9, 1861, and for Helena Maria Streng, nee Sakkers, from
Grand Rapids.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee (see Article 4 of the previous meeting) has been unable to
fulfill its task, due to illness.
ARTICLE 8— The consistory takes upon itself the necessary review of the books at the
home of Brother D. te Roller, in order to make a report at the upcoming congregational
meeting.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided that the following consistory meeting will be on Monday,
December 9, at 6 P.M.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Congregational Meeting of November 28, 1861
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— The congregation voted for, lders by a ballot. At the opening of the
ballots, it appeared that all retiring eldgdwere reelected: Broek with 46 votes, Kamper
with 45 votes, and Wilterdink with 9i votes. Oonk also received 41 votes as elder, and
Plugger received 6, Schelleman r delved 2, and several others received one vote. Oonk
was elected by a majority vote.
ARTICLE 3 — The ballotin for deacons indicated that the present deacons were
reelected; Geerlings with/i votes, Vork with 48 votes, and A. Plugger with 39 votes.
Schelleman received 10 otes, and several other persons received one vote.
Consequently, Oonk as chosen as elder, and A. Plugger as deacon, as proposed by the
consistory.

